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Abstract 

This paper examines the imperatives of ethical re – orientation in curbing 
terrorism and the implications for national transformation. It adopts a 
theoretical design, using the utilitarian model as a framework. The findings of 
the study revealed that factors such as the proliferation of small arms and 
light weapons, bad governance, religious fundamentalism, and the sudden 
disappearance of ethical values among others as the causes of terrorism in 
Nigeria. It further identifies the inculcation of core national values, good 
governance, responsible citizenship and self – reliance among others as the 
benefits of ethical re – orientation programmes, and concludes that attitudinal 
change in favour of ethical lifestyle should be imbibed by all citizens. The 
paper recommends the need for civic and entrepreneurship education at all 
levels, proper funding of relevant agencies, involvement of non – 
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governmental organization in ethical campaigns, youth empowerment and 
accountability on the side of the leadership as strategies for national 
transformation. 

 
 Nigeria, a country endowed with numerous human and natural resources has 
been under siege. While the country boasts of these wealth yielding assets, and keeps 
celebrating numerical independence, the country now houses a lot of terrorists, 
religious fundamentalists and criminally minded people who are bent on making the 
entity an unsafe haven for its citizens and aliens. Nnonyelu (2013) opined that Nigeria 
is a corrupt heaven, it is volatile. The recklessness with which bombs are exploding 
daily may be aptly termed the “Iraqinisation” of Nigeria. Its fragile unity is threatened 
by renewed ethno – religious terrorism. Nigerians no longer feel comfortable in their 
ancestral land as observed by Okunade (2008) that Nigerians are hemmed in by 
poverty, unemployment, disease, terrorism and threatened daily with sudden death; and 
making of coffins and its allied profession, undertakers, seem to be the only thriving 
business in the country today. 
 Sadly, the youth who are viewed as future leaders are most times indoctrinated 
with false teachings and beliefs, and are often used as foot soldiers of terrorist acts. 
This is not un connected to the fact that quite a number of them indulge in unethical 
and immoral acts such as armed robbery, prostitution, occultism, thuggery, vandalism 
and a host of others that are detrimental to achieving sustainable national 
transformation. Nigeria therefore, can escape from the vagaries of terrorism when 
people or citizens are enlightened and encouraged to imbibe ethical values in all 
spheres of life. This missing link has remained the bane of leadership and citizenship in 
Nigeria. 
 
Theoretical framework 
 Every society, primitive or civilized has norms, customs, beliefs, laws, values 
and morals well defined that determine the rightness or wrongness of actions or 
behaviours of its members and others. The utilitarian ethical theory forms the 
theoretical basis adapted. According to Pasqua, Buckalew, Rayfield & Tankard (1990), 
the utilitarian believed that people should act in the best interest of every one or society. 
The theory emphasizes the greatest good for the greatest population. This implies that 
people’s actions, reactions and behaviours should be guided by societal, not individual 
interest such that a decision maker is expected to consider the effect of each decision 
alternative on the whole society and then select the one that optimizes the satisfaction 
of the greatest number of people, not a few. Suffice it to say that those terrorizing 
innocent citizens and institutions of governance in Nigeria are selfish and self – 
centred; as according to the theory, ethical Nigerians will consider the interest of the 
country first in their actions. 
 

Steve Azi Dabo; Paul Nmaanlat Dakyap and Ayuba Usman Gwom 
 



 
 

255 
 
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 12 No. 1, July, 2016: ISSN 2276-9684 

Methodology of the Study 
 The paper adopts a theoretical design with secondary data reviewed from 
relevant literatures as the main sources of facts documented. Therefore, literatures were 
reviewed on key variables such as ethical re – orientation, terrorism and national 
transformation as well as the synergy between the identified variables.   
 
Conceptual and Contextual Discourse 
Ethics and Ethical Re – orientation 
 Ethics as a virtue enables an individual, group of individuals or a society to 
differentiate between what is acceptable and that which is not based on either 
communal, societal, organization, professional or national values, standards or code of 
conduct. 

According to Bidi (2005), ethics is a body of beliefs about right or wrong and 
how these beliefs affect the way members of a society behave. Buttressing this view, 
Adewunmi (1998) opined that ethics connotes the guidelines of rules of conduct by 
which people aim to live, work and socialized. As a discipline, Malemi (1999) saw 
ethics as a branch of philosophy which deals with judgment as to the rightness or 
wrongness, desirability or undesirability, approved or disapproved actions or 
behaviours in a society. 
 It is instructive to note that actions and character traits of terrorist are virtues 
that are unethical as argued by Ogunleye (2000) that unethical behaviours occur when 
one acts without equity, fairness and impartiality and respects the rights of others, or 
when what one does is morally wrong or when decisions that are taken enables an 
individual or organization to gain at the expense of the larger society. Ethics is 
positively related to morality, and a morally minded person often lives ethical life as 
noted by Odunewu (2000); that while morality refers to behaviours that are acceptable, 
ethics deals with the criteria by which decisions about right and wrong are made. This 
implies that ethics judges behaviours of people such that those that are acceptable, good 
or right are within the context of morality. Nigeria has not been able to dismantle the 
culture of insecurity and terrorism partly due to the fact that both the leaders and the 
lead have not either inculcated or applied ethical values in the daily activities as 
observed by Ogundele (2010); that unethical conducts are negatively affecting our 
educational system, industrial development, international relations, and blocking 
commitment of foreign investors into the country. While Salisu (2001) posits that, it is 
the responsibility of individuals to apply the knowledge of societal ethics to particular 
situations in their day – to – day interactions for meaningful transformation. 
 Ethical re – orientation entails all efforts made by individuals, government and 
relevant agencies in re – directing, re – shaping or changing the thinking and 
behaviours of people or members of a particular organization or society to see the need 
to imbibe ethical values.  
 

Ethical Re – Orientation as a Panacea to Terrorism: Implication for National 
Transformation in Nigeria 
 



 
 

256 
 
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 12 No. 1, July, 2016: ISSN 2276-9684 

Terrorism 
 In years past, terrorist acts were heard from a far. Though there were reported 
cases of skirmishes in different parts of the country, Nigerians never witnessed 
persistent attacks and killings of innocent people via gorilla warfare as it is currently 
the case, particularly in the North  Eastern part of the country where the Boko Haram 
sect have been unleashing terror on citizens. 
 According to Winslet (2006), terrorism is a criminal and violent act committed 
by a section of the people against the society, humanity and the government to get their 
demands accepted or work done. The acts include: sabotage, assassinations, derailment 
of trains, hijacking of planes, kidnapping, looting of banks, abduction, exploding 
bombs, etc. The United State Federal Statute (n.d) cited in Abimbola & Adesote (2012) 
defined terrorism as violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that appear to be 
intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian population, influence the policy of a 
government by intimidation or coercion and to affect the conduct of a government by 
assassination or kidnapping. Supporting this fact, Nesho (2001) cited in Gwom (2013) 
opined that terrorism is a scourge that takes innocent lives, threatens values of 
humanity, human rights and freedom and impedes development and progress.  
 
Types of terrorism 
i. State terrorism: - This involves the use of force, without declaring war by 
the leadership to terrorize citizens to achieve political goals. 
ii. Suicide terrorism: - A politically or religiously motivated violent attack by 
an individual who actively and purposely causes his own death through blowing 
himself up along with his chosen target. In suicide terrorism, death is the precondition 
for the success of the mission (Schweitzer 2010 cited in Gwom 2013). 
iii.  Cyber terrorism: - The use of information technology gadgets to attack 
people or an attack on the gadget itself. 
iv. Bio terrorism: - The international release of toxic biological agents to harm 
and terrorize people. 
v. Eco terrorism: - Act of sabotaging environmental properties by extremists 
or terrorists in a way that it will inflict economic damage on industries, animals, people 
or natural environment. 
vi. Nuclear terrorism: - The use of nuclear materials or devices to exploit or 
attack societies for selfish reasons. 
vii.  Narco terrorism: - A situation where terrorists use drug traffickers to fund 
terrorists operations by way of preventing government efforts to curbing illegal drugs 
business. 
viii.  Induced terrorism: - Acts perpetrated by persons demanding ransom money 
or favours. These acts include: abduction, kidnapping, vandalism, etc. The abduction of 
over 200 Chibok school girls is a clear manifestation of induced terrorism. 
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ix. Ethnic and religious terrorism: - Activities of ethnic militias and religious 
fundamentalists that threaten human existence are acts of terrorism. In Nigeria, Niger 
Delta militancy and Boko Haram sect activities are acts of ethnic and religious 
terrorism respectively. 
 
National Transformation 
 Transformation is a concept that is quantitatively and qualitatively measured. 
Its focal point is positive change in the political, socio – cultural and economic 
variables in the life of an individual, society, organization or a nation. According to 
Nasiru (2011), transformation is a complete change from one situation to another, a 
total departure from old order to a new one. It is a fundamental shift in the deep 
orientation of a person, an organization or a nation, such that the world is seen in new 
ways and new actions, and results were impossible prior to the transformation. It is the 
radical, structural and fundamental changes that have the potentials of altering the 
status quo under a given condition (Asobie, 2012). In the view of Okafor (2012) cited 
in Timothy (2014), that transformation is associated with growth and changes which 
involve material, mental, psychological, physical, institutional and organizational 
innovation as well as a change in attitude, orientation, behaviour, concepts and the 
likes.  
 It is pertinent to note therefore, that transformation is a multi – faceted concept; 
it is an umbrella that carries with it many good things that an individual, society or 
nation stands to benefit.  According to Gyong (2013), transformation is a development 
strategy aimed at complete or radical changes in the life of an individual, organization, 
community or even the nation at large. Concurring with this view, Mapak (2014) 
submitted that national transformation is the fundamental change in the building of a 
nation, change in the social, scientific, economic, infrastructural and political landscape 
of a nation. Suffice it to say that national transformation dwells on restructuring the 
human and natural resources of a nation as well as institutions of governance for 
maximum benefits, both in the short – run and long – run.   
 
Causes of Terrorism in Nigeria 
 Terrorist acts in the country are linked to the following factors among others: 
i. Proliferation of small arms and light weapons: - The inability of 
government and relevant agencies to put a stop to the illegal movement of arms and 
ammunitions into the country has further fuelled the spread of terror attacks and 
killings in the country. In their submission, Zumve, Ingyoro & Akuva (2013) opines 
that Nigeria borders, particularly in the Northern part of the country are so porous to the 
extent that the country has been made a ready market for these dangerous weapons. 
ii. Bad governance: - Governance is Nigeria’s greatest dilemma. Though 
Nigeria has had so many policies initiated that are geared at promoting peaceful co – 
existence among the diverse ethnic groups, their implementation has remained dismal. 

Ethical Re – Orientation as a Panacea to Terrorism: Implication for National 
Transformation in Nigeria 
 



 
 

258 
 
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 12 No. 1, July, 2016: ISSN 2276-9684 

Political office holders do not respect the constitution in the exercise of their legitimate 
duty. It is either corrupt, acts such as nepotism, sectionalism or mismanagement of 
public funds becomes the order of the day while in leadership, or politics of exclusion 
takes over. In some cases, criminals are never made to face the full wrath of the law. 
iii.  Religious fundamentalism: - It is rather sad that religion which is supposed 
to be the basis for people’s unity in Nigeria has succeeded in dividing and tearing 
people apart. When young people are indoctrinated with doctrines that segregate on the 
basis of religious beliefs, they exhibit same in later life. In Nigeria, provoking 
utterances or statements of religious leaders have paved way for jealousy and hatred. 
Must leaders have failed to distinguish between leadership and religion such that they 
tend to segregate while in power; this leads to insecurity. As noted by Ajayi (1990), the 
Northern region has remained a fertile ground for activivism and terrorism right from 
the early 18th century, partly because of the inability of the ruling elites to separate 
politics from religion. 
iv. Illiteracy and ignorance: - Quite a number of the country’s population had 
no access to formal education. The situation is alarming in the northern part of the 
country where children of school age are either left to cater for themselves through 
begging, or attend koranic schools where they are indoctrinated along religious line; 
and those that are not fortunate enough are brainwashed by their koranic teachers. 
Those children brought up by people who are not their biological parents lack parental 
control and are easily to be employed into terrorist and criminal acts. Albert (2007) 
opined that the population of several cities in the North pre disposed them to violence. 
The streets of these cities are crowded every day by many young ideal hands 
“almajiris” (children from Islamic schools) roaming the streets begging for alms, who 
in the event of slight disagreements between sects and religions, always become willing 
tools and merchants of violence. 
v. Unemployment and poverty: - Terrorism has remained a prominent feature 
of the Nigerian economy partly due to the alarming rate of joblessness and poverty the 
country is facing. Nigeria is characterized by the presence of so many able and 
qualified youths who remain indoors almost twenty four hours daily. These youths have 
no reliable sources of income, they are left with no option than to depend on their aged 
parents for food, clothing, shelter and other necessities of life; and where these are not 
available, engage in unethical behaviours, including terrorism as means of survival. 
Gilbert (2010) cited in Audu, Kamin & Balash (2013) observed that the unemployed 
youth have been used as local militants to attack, bomb, vandalize and destroy oil 
pipelines, lives and property thereby worsening the poverty level in the country. 
vi. Economic and social alienation: - Nigeria is yet to find itself out of the 
vagaries of terrorism since economic resources and social infrastructures are not 
distributed evenly among the various communities that make up the nation. Resources 
allocation has remained the bane of democratic governance in this country and when 
ever a particular section or region feels marginalized its citizens embark on criminal 
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nationalism. Unequal distribution of social amenities such as schools, roads, electricity, 
hospitals and other wealth yielding assets by successive government have fuelled 
terrorism and other acts of insecurity in the country. 
vii.  Politicization of the militancy and other security agencies: - Security 
personnel in Nigeria have rather became “accidental” politicians and religious zealots. 
In most cases, they do not consider national interest but instead seem to be divided 
along religious or ethnic affiliations. The International Crisis Group Africa Report 
(2012) showed that Nigerian security officers went to sleep and that resulted in the 
adduction of over 200 school girls in Chibok, Borno State as well as children and 
women of Dogo Nahauwa, in Jos South Local Government of Plateau State.  Weapons 
used in the attack and the sophistication with which killings are carried out, point in the 
eyes of some, to the involvement of experts in martial acts with apparent easy access to 
arms. 
viii.  Sudden disappearance of ethical and moral values: - Terrorism is a 
manifestation of an unethical and an immoral society where dignity of human life has 
gone into extinction. According to Tayo (2012), ethics enables people to judge actions 
and behaviours that are good and those that are bad based on specified standards or 
code of conduct. Where there is no ethics, morality will not exist. The sudden demise of 
these values which is partly attributed to the failure of the key agents of socialization 
such as the family, society, religious institutions and the schools have hindered the 
achievement of practical solutions to terrorist acts in Nigeria. 
ix. External factors: - The world is fast becoming a global village with 
advancement in technology. This has increased intensity of insecurity in Nigeria. 
According to Simcox (2014), terrorist groups such as Boko Haram which has been 
conducting a vicious insurgency in Nigeria since 2009 in the hope of creating an 
Islamic state has instilled fear, especially over their ties with Al - Qaeda group. The 
sophistication of arms used by terrorists in the country further proved that there are 
external forces that contribute directly or indirectly in sponsoring these wicked acts. 
Stressing this fact, Winster (2006) opined that the causes of terrorism include 
dissatisfaction over certain issues, use of national and international machinery, 
technological development, injustices and exploitation as well as assistance and 
encouragement from outside.   
 
The Synergy between Ethical Re – Orientation, Terrorism and National 
Transformation 
 Terrorists acts in Nigeria are linked to the inability of the perpetrators to imbibe 
the virtues of the country’s core national values of honesty, self – reliance, dignity of 
labour, social justice, discipline, integrity, patriotism and religious tolerance. These 
values are key to national transformation. According to Ojeniyi (2006), any nation that 
would be great must be established upon enduring ethical and national values that bind 
every individual in the corporate entity; because no matter the amount of reforms under 

Ethical Re – Orientation as a Panacea to Terrorism: Implication for National 
Transformation in Nigeria 
 



 
 

260 
 
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 12 No. 1, July, 2016: ISSN 2276-9684 

taken by government, Nigeria will never be great not until values and ethical re – 
orientation are vigorously pursued. 
 Terrorism limits international relations of a country. No meaningful economic 
and social investment thrives in an unethical environment. Strict adherence to ethics 
will promote industrialization and productivity with their positive multiplier effects on 
income, investment and poverty viewed as macroeconomic ingredients of 
transformation. 
 Nigeria’s greatest problem is bad governance. Public service delivery in 
Nigeria is nothing to write home about despite huge budgetary allocation. Corruption is 
endemic to the extent that it often breeds apathy, loss of confidence and ethnic 
nationalism.  In Nigeria, the rule of law exists only on paper while key attributes of 
good governance such as equity, human dignity, transparency and accountability and 
access to information are not observed at all tiers of leadership. Where laws are faulted 
with impunity, insecurity abounds. Yar’adua (2007) argued that without respect for law 
and order, without respect of regulations and procedures, there is very little that can be 
achieved in Nigeria. When government lacks the political will to punish perpetrators of 
violence and terrorist acts, the criminals may not understand that such acts are unethical 
and a repeat of such is bound to occur. This therefore, calls for proper orientation for 
those in leadership, particularly on the need to lead ethically if the country must stop 
dancing at the bleak and trade the path of transformation. 
 Ethical re – orientation has the potentials of inculcating in the citizens the spirit 
of patriotism and peaceful co – existence. According to Omeri (2014) campaigns on 
ethical re – orientation can change the attitudes of Nigerians; it will make them love the 
country than themselves. Contributing, Abimbola & Adesote (2012) submitted that 
based on the earlier indoctrination of the sect and their demands which may not be 
feasible, the first assistance they need is re – orientation, they need to be re – orientated 
and re – integrated into Nigeria agenda which is based on unity in diversity; and be 
made to understand that they do not have any other country apart from Nigeria. This 
implies that the different tribal groups in this country must learn to accommodate other 
tribal groups ( Ajayi, 2006 cited in Gotan, 2014).     
 Without responsible citizenship, no purposeful changes, be it social, economic 
or political can take place in Nigeria because what constitutes’ Nigeria is the citizens 
and people occupying the entity. While citizens are pointing accusing fingers on the 
leadership on the insecurity ravaging the country, a greater percentage of Nigerians are 
not doing the right thing. It is worthy of note that almost every citizen; students, public 
and civil servants, professional bodies, self – employees and aliens in the country are 
guilty of unethical behaviours. It is a pity that stakeholders in the Nigeria project are 
morally bankrupt. Tayo (2012) rightly noted that majority of those that are to translate 
the transformation agenda into reality are themselves in need of personal 
transformation. While leaders in Nigeria need orientation, the citizens on their part 
must preach peace and ensure that they perform their civic duty. According to Gyong 
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(2013), the problem with Nigeria is that people want the nation to be great while the 
citizens are individually rotten, there is no way individuals that are an integral part of a 
rotten system can themselves be upright. Terrorists in Nigeria are not ghosts, they are 
human beings who are members of some families, they should be reached and enlighten 
for Nigeria to remain an indivisible entity. 
 Nigerian youths are very lazy; yet they want to get everything within the 
shortest possible time and live flamboyantly. Even the education some of them claimed 
to have acquired had succeeded in making them liabilities, not functional citizens. 
These unemployed youth who do not want to think big, and start something small are 
often employed by dubious politicians, religious extremists and conflict entrepreneurs 
as foot soldiers of violence and terrorist to perpetrate acts that are unethical, 
condemnable and inimical to national transformation. 
 
Conclusion 
 Terrorism is fast becoming a serious threat to the survival of Nigeria as an 
indivisible entity. If allowed to continue, citizens will be denied to enjoy the endowed 
resources in which the country is blessed with. Terrorism is inimical to achieving 
quantitative and qualitative personal and societal changes in Nigeria. The citizens, 
leaders, organizations and the youth in particular, must imbibe ethical virtues, preach 
ethics and practice ethics daily.  
 
Recommendations 
 The following recommendations are critical to curbing terrorism through 
ethical re-orientation: 
i. Agents of socialization which include the family, society, peer group, schools 
and institutions, must wake up to the responsibility of inculcating good values to their 
members and citizens. 
ii. The government should ensure that ethical re-orientation programmes are 
included in schools curriculum while civic and entrepreneurship education need to 
made compulsory subjects at all levels of education. 
iii.  Government should ensure that relevant agencies like the National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC), Independent 
Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) and others are well funded to effectively live up 
to their mandates.  
iv. Government should ensure that terrorists and their sponsors are punished in 
line with the terrorist acts to serve as a deterrent to others. 
v. Non – governmental organizations and civil society organizations local or 
international, should strengthen the campaigns on the need for tolerance and peaceful 
co-existence in a pluralistic state like Nigeria. 
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vi. Government should initiate and implement workable youth empowerment 
programmes that will involve the vulnerable directly and ensure that government is 
made accessible and    accountable. 
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